
 

Certification according to North American Standards (UL, 

CSA…) 

 

 

The FAQ takes, as an example, the case of a Certification against the UL standard. Could be CSA or other. 

 

When a certification according to an UL standard is requested by the clients, it is often that the clients 
expect to receive a Certificate published by the UL and to see the UL marking on the label of the 
product. 

 

For some products, Schneider Electric has asked the UL to test our products for UL certification : in this 
case, the certificate will effectively be published by the UL and we will put the UL marking on the products.  

However, this is absolutely not mandatory and it is normal that Schneider Electric also asks any other 
officially recognized Laboratory to test our products against an UL standard.. 

Below is a brief explanation about this topic. 

 

_____________________________ 

 

In the certification process, we have to consider three different items :  
 
- the North American Standard referenced for the certification. 

This is a National standard in the North America. Here, we are talking of UL (by default for the US), 
but could also be a National standard published for Canada, thus referenced CSA xxx, by default 
recognized in the Canada.. 
For UL, still today, the clients often ask for certification against ANSI/UL508 (17th Edition).  
In fact, today, this is replaced by  ANSI/UL 60947-4-1A for the US market. 

 
- the certification body (officially recognised in the US) that Schneider Electric has chosen as a 
supplier to get the certification. 

This could be UL but also CSA or ITS (Intertek Testing Services) or any other official certification 
body. Official means “recognized in the US by an upper national Authority (OSHA) to perform tests 
according to the UL standards.” Note that such recognized certification bodies are not all located in 
the US, some of them are abroad, all around the world. 

 
- the marking we put on the product, as a recognition of the certification against an UL standard.  

Obviously the marking shall correspond to the certification body we have used to get the 
certification. 



 
 
 
      for UL 

 
 
For UL, the marking can be   
- c UL us  as above. The Certification is not limited to the US but extended to the Canada as 

well. 
- c UL   the Certification covers only the Canada 
- UL alone, without c or us : the Certification is only recognized in the US. 

 
 
 
 
       for Csa 

 
 

For CSA, we can have 
- c CSA us   as above : the Certification covers both the Canada and the US. 
- CSA  us : the Certification covers only the US. 
- CSA  alone , without c or us : the Certification covers the Canada only. In this case, the 

referenced standard is CSA22.2 n°14 
 
 
 
 
       for ITS 

 
 

With the same meaning as above, we can have   c ETL us   or  ETL us   or  c ETL. 
We cannot have ETL alone without c nor us. 
Note that sometimes, below “ETL” is also mentioned the name of “Intertek” or “Intertek 
Testing Services”, the Company which provides the ETL marking and has delivered the 
Certification. 

 

In any case,  

- one of the above marking we put on the product  
- and the certificate issued by the corresponding official certification body   

 are the official recognition of the compliance of the product to the identified North American 
Standard. 
 
Sometimes, clients not accurately aware of the above, prefer  when we deliver the UL certificate and put 
the UL marking on the product. These clients tend to consider that a Certification against an UL standard, if 
not performed by the UL, would be “less valid” or not “as good as” a Certification against an UL standard 
performed by the UL Company themselves.      This is totally wrong        even if it can be understood as, for 
UL, we find the same name and wording "UL" for the Standard (ANSI/UL 60947-4-1 3),  for the 
certification body and for the marking as well. This is the strength of the UL Company ... and big benefit 
as well for this Company.  
But the manufacturers are not obliged to always use the services of this Company and recognized 
competitors can do exactly the same job. 
 

____________________________________ 


